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Isaac Wilhelm has recently posed a new challenge to linguistic ersatzism. According to 

the standard versions of linguistic ersatzism, a possible world is a set of sentences. Wilhelm 

notes that this entails that there is an upper bound on the cardinality of modal space, and 

argues that this poses a problem for the view. In this talk, I will begin by raising some general 

worries about Wilhelm's reasons for thinking the upper bound is a problem. Then, granting 

the cogency of Wilhelm's reasons for the sake of argument, I will ask for whom the upper 

bound is a problem, paying particular attention to the methodology and goals of the linguistic 

ersatzer. Contrasting deflationary theories of modality with non-deflationary theories, I will 

argue that the deflationist linguistic ersatzer is committed to the existence of an upper bound, 

but that this is not a serious problem for them. I will argue that the non-deflationist has 

independent resources to avoid the existence of an upper bound on modal space. 

 

 

  東  吳  大  學  哲  學  系 
    

地  址：111 台北市士林區臨溪路 70 號 

  電  話：(02)2881-9471 分機 6212 

  網  址：http://www.scu.edu.tw/philos 

  連絡人：楊雅惠 秘書 

東 吳 大 學 哲 學 講 座 

 


