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apparet divum numen sedesque quietae

quas neque concutiunt venti nec nubilia nimbis
aspergunt neque nix acri concreta pruina

cana cadens violat semper <que> innubilus aether
integit, et large diffuso lumeine ridet.

omnia suppeditat porro natura neque ulla

res animi pacem delibat tempne in ullo.
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quippe etenim iam tum divum mortalia saecla
egregias animo facies vigilante videbant

et magis in somnis mirando corporis auctu.
his igitur sensum tribuebant propterea quod
membra movere videbantur vocesque superbas
mittere pro facie praeclara et viribus amplis.
aeternamque dabant vitam, quia semper eorum
suppeditabatur facie et forma manebat,

et tamen omnino quo tantis viribus auctos
non temere ulla vi convinci posse putabant.
fortunisque ideo longe praestare putabant,

quo mortis timor haud quemquam vexaret eorum,
et simil in somnis quia multa et mira videbant
efficere et nullam capere ipsos inde laborem.
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Illud item non est ut possis credere, sedis

esse deum sanctas in mundi partibus ullis.

tenvis enim natura deum longeque remota
sensibus ab nostris animi vix mente videtur;
quae quoniam manuum tactum suffugit et ictum,
tactile nil nobis quod sit contigere debet.

tangere enim non quit quod tangi non licet ipsum
quare etiam sedes quoque nostris sedibus esse
dissimiles debent, tenues de corpore eorum;
quae tibi posterius largo sermone probabo.
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Solus enim vidit primum esse deos, quod in omnium animis
eorum notionem inpressisset ipsa natura. Quae est enim gens
aut quod genus hominum, quod non habeat sine doctrina
anticipationem quandam deorum? Quam appelat mpoinyig
Epicurus, id est anteceptam animo rei quandam
informationem, sine qua nec intellegi quicquam nec quaeri
nec disputari possit. Cuius rationis vim atque utilitatem ex
illo caelesti Epicuri de regula et iudicio volomine accepimus.
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Itaque alia visa sic arripit ut iis statim utatur, alia quasi
recondit, e quibus memoria oritur, cetera autem
similitudinibus construit, ex quibus efficiuntur notitiae rerum,

quas Graeci tum ennoias, tum TpoAny1g vocant.
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Scientiam autem nusquam essent censebant nisi in animi
notionibus atque rationibus; qua de causa definitiones rerum
probabant et has ad omnia de quibus disceptabatur
adhibebant.
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Quod superest, non et mirum simulacra moveri
bracchiaque in numerum iactare et cetera membra.
nam fit ut in somnis facere hoc videatur imago;
quippe ubi, prior his gestum mutasse videtur.
scilocet id fieri celeri rationi putandumst:

tanta est mobilitas et rerum copia tanta

tantaque sensibili quovis est tempere in uno

copia particularum, ut possit auppeditare.

0 fa (RIEHET ARG ) 1231245 7 B GRA R F) | xix, 49 12 T i 8
(quasi corpus) % I ffs ;% | (quasi sanguinem) » P fe XA R F { 54w o
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omnis enim per se divum natura necesset
immortali aevo summa cum pace fruatur
semota ab nostri rebus seiunctaque longe.
nam privata dolore omni, privata periclis,
ipsa suis pollens opibus, nil indiga nostri,

nec bene promeritis capitur neque tangitur ira.

Fla il ih- v A g g b/ 523§ e
FAE s /v (R nr ) e APt iiprpe o gl
B /B VL g B IR TR
RNNVA EN A S O S SRR L
% f-de g g o (11, 646-651)

18 B R R AR S YR S (AR, - A\ B 2 [ 1 JEr
% - LSS ELIREE Ay N BLRay Az ap ikt - AR+ - TR g
RO NSRS T (118 - % @B E B A EH R AR ATTIRE - BTl
FHATESEREM - (EA) A BB R AR A LA A A 2 TRV A0S (the
ataraxic life) - Long &4 Sedley ﬁlﬁm%ﬁxiﬁﬁuﬁﬁih » AR IEHE -
ERMMEFEAMOBETERS > EAFEFTLRES2IREMH
.

DARAFE E AR R RN E S BRIV > WA 28 - N RE
PEEISE M HERE R S MBS ER - BF T HE ) #E
POBEZ PRI —ERUAME - BRAEMMNS - —E "8 558

= EERFEFEEYIEIFAE - —40 Obbink FTE - &HE AR

B kA G BAT A0 4 B LY AR T AN EE (EEEA)
617d-e: (§ %% 27H ) 246e-247a 2 249b -
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Abstract

It is notoriously well-known that not only do Epicurus and the
Epicureans claim that the gods exist, but also assert that they peacefully
and happily live in the intermundia, and are not concerned with human
affairs. The main critique of this idea is that it merely shows that the gods
exist as ideas in the human mind, but do not have an independent
existence of the mind. What follows from this critique is that though
Epicurus and his followers hold the idea of the existence of the gods, yet
they are in fact atheists. The purpose of this paper is to examine whether
this is a proper understanding of the idea of the gods of Epicurus and the
Epicureans, by going through the relevant passages in Lucretius De
Rerum Natura and exploring the school’s epistemology.

Keywords: Epicurus, Cicero, Lucretius, Gods, Idea,
Intermundia, Prolepsis
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