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Abstract

The cultural expressions of the world’s peoples vary greatly, and the
significance of various cultural expressions for human development
should be a topic worthy of philosophical attention. Unfortunately, the
field of study, research methods, and theoretical foundations of cultural
philosophy are not clearly defined and grounded. Although this paper
does not attempt to propose a theoretical construct for cultural
philosophy, it does argue that at least a possible theoretical research
model and a basis for typological differentiation of cultural philosophical
research should be proposed first. For this reason, this paper will use
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Humboldt’s philosophy of language as a basis, firstly, to explore at least
three theoretical levels of cultural philosophy and their corresponding
fields of study through Wundt’s “ethnopsychology” and Cassirer’s
“philosophy of symbolic forms”; secondly, through Steinthal’s study of
“intrinsic linguistic forms” and Boasian study of “the principle of
linguistic relativity”, I will illustrate the linguistic-philosophical basis on
which we can make typological distinctions between cultural differences.
The aim is to provide a possible direction for the philosophical study of
Chinese culture.

Keywords: philosophy of culture, ethnopsychology, philosophy
of symbolic forms, intrinsic linguistic form,
principle of linguistic relativity
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