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Abstract

Even though the term xing in the Zhuangzi appears only in the Outer
and Miscellaneous Chapters, scholars, especially those who are interested
in Daoist philosophy, have always taken instead the Inner Chapter, in
which the term xing had never been used, as the most representative of
Zhuangzi’s theory of human nature. This is what they have in mind that it
is impossible for Zhuangzi, who was an active thinker in the middle and
later stages of warring states when there was a fierce debate on human
nature, not to reflect on such philosophical issue. Based upon this belief,
scholars with various approaches have been exhausting themselves by
reconstructing the theory of human nature that has always been said to be

implied in the Inner Chapter. In this article, |1 aim to give a critique on
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several approaches or methodologies that have been adopted by
contemporary writers who are famous for interpreting Zhuangzi’s theory
of human nature, and to analyze the term xing and some related concepts
mentioned in both Outer and Miscellaneous Chapters. | also try to explain
why there is no xing occurred in the Inner Chapter (or why Zhuangzi had

no interest in establishing a theory of human nature) in a coherent way.

Keywords: Zhuangzi, The Theory of Human Nature, Inner,
Outer, and Miscellaneous Chapters, The Period of
Warring States






