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EH=Ecce homo

FW=Frohliche Wissenschaft

GB=Die Geburt der Tragidie

GM = Zur Genealogie der Moral

JGB=Jensiet von Gut und Bése

M= Morgenréte

PW=,,Uber das Pathos der Wahrheit“

WL =,,Uber Wahrheit und Liige im aussermoralischen Sinne®

Z=Also Sprach Zarathustra

7ZG=,,Die Philosophie im tragischen Zeitalter der Griechen*
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From “Metaphor” to “Will to Power™ :
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Abstract

Written in 1873, Nietzsche’s unpublished essay “On Truth and Lies
in a Nonmoral Sense” plays a unique role in the formation of Nietzsche’s
thought. It shows the interrelations of language and interpretation,
knowledge and truth, art and philosophy in Nietzsche’s early thought. In
this essay, Nietzsche claims that “metaphor” indicates the fundamental
human activities of interpretation. The knowing faculty of reason is also
originated in the “drives to build the metaphors”, which are resulted from
the body—interpretative being. “Metaphor” does not only serve as the
key concept for us to probe into Nietzsche’s early thought, with it,
Nietzsche’s seemingly sporadic ideas scattering in his early unpublished
writings can be better connected. By comparing the concepts of
“metaphor” and “will to power”, the implicit clues running through the

Nietzsche’s early and late thoughts will be demonstrated. Moreover, “will
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to power”, as a revised notion of “metaphor”, reveals Nietzsche’s stance
of his mature works. This paper suggests that “metaphor” is the primitive
model of “will to power”. “Metaphor” in Nietzsche’s early thought is
defined as a mechanism of speech and thinking. This idea is transformed
into a more comprehensive interpretative principle of life, and this is what
is termed “will to power”. The internal plurality of subject is best

illustrated in Nietzschean “will to power”.

Keywords: Metaphor, Will to Power, Language, Knowledge,
Truth



