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Boergen THE | o fpenfahd ¢ W R 50 g RRM L ST F B 2T
EIEGR o

& Eiﬁ?ﬁ' 1&1?% A pREP Y AaERE S 2RI - AN
IBE - #7 (2009: 321-322) i 4o @ “---1 do not propose to give any general
defence of the reliability of IBE here. Instead, I will try to show that some versions of
IBE are obvious nonstarters, and that John Herschel’s methodology of science—the
methodology followed by Darwin in the Origin—can be understood as a more
sophisticated, more defensible form of IBE (Lewens 2007, Chapter 4).”
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FpUATRS = ?ﬁfh_J£¢**pJIBE'¢jﬁ?{[l|ﬁ“ﬁpp, (Hacking
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test of existence here. Experiment is. Experiments are made to isolate true causes and to
eliminate false starts. That is what is right about Mill’s ‘method’.” (Cartwright, 1983: 7)
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Abstract

When one infers, among available explanations, that the best one is
(the most likely to be) true, she is following the rule of inference to the
best explanation. Such a rule, not surprisingly, is frequently followed by
ordinary people in daily life, and by scientists as well in the course of
research. However, objections arise as to the justifiability of the inference
to the best explanation: Hungerford’s objection; Voltaire’s objection; and
the argument from a bad lot. In this paper, I argue that Darwinian
Inference to the Best Explanation (DIBE) can be justified: (1) I will
endorse the view that, throughout Origin of Species, Darwin’s argument
for the theory of natural selection, hopefully, can be characterized as an
inference to the best explanation. (2) But what is special with DIBE, as I

will point out, is that it adds extra requirements on what counts as the best
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explanation. (3) I will argue that DIBE can meet the objections against

the reliability of Inference to the best explanation, and thus that it can be

justified.
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