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The Internal Turn in Nishida
Kitard's Logic of Place

Wen-Hong Huang

National Tsing Hua University

Abstract

With regard to Nishida there is a change of viewpoint inherent in his
philosophy of place. His main line of thinking has turned from a position
which sees the world from the self to the position to see the world from
the world itself. My primary concern in this paper is to clarify this
internal turn according to his view of reality.

I will put the focal point on the discussion of his article "Place™ in
1926, and try to clarify some basic ideas of his logic. First (section two) |
will explicate the general movement of Nishida's philosophizing to the
stage of place. And then (section three) | attempt to clarify some basic
conceptions of Nishida's logic of place, especially the way to the place of
absolute nothingness. Some of the key aspects of his philosophizing will
be laid out. We know that the logic of place is a logic of reality. In
constructing his logic the concrete universal play an important role, we
will then (section four) clarify the necessity of Nishida's turn from the
predicative logic to the logic of medium. The emphasis on the medial
perspective of place is a key to his later stage of philosophy. It is my view
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that the necessity of such a turn lies in the identity of self-contradiction,
which is inherent in the concrete universal. Through this turn Nishida
totally breaks away from subjectivism, and begins his philosophy from
the perspective of world, which includes both self and environment.

Keywords: Kyoto School, Nishida Kitaro, Logic of Place,
Concrete Universal, World
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