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Morality in the Age of Natural Sciences:
A Heterodox Reading of Kant’s

Critique of Pure Reason

Otfried Hoffe

Eberhard Karls Universitat Tlbingen, Germany

Abstract

This essay attempts an alternative interpretation about Kant’s
Critique of Pure Reason. This interpretation is distinguished from the
established (or orthodox) interpretation which regards the Critique of
Pure Reason as primarily dealing with the status of knowledge, thus
the work engaging in the analysis of objective knowledge, the
legitimacy of objective knowledge, and philosophy as a science,
while problems of morality being second in order. My “heterodox”
interpretation, in contrast, suggests that morality is the central
concern of this book, and that the investigations about knowledge
serve to demonstrate the priority of morality. Kant would have
refused Selbstzweck to knowledge, despite that theoretical
investigations occupy most of his book.

KeyWOFdS:Critique of Pure Reason ~ the synthetic a
priori~knowledge ~ morality ~ science ~ praxis »
cosmopolitan ~ the categorical imperative ~
freedom ~ metaphysics
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