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The Theory of Freedom in
Kant's Religion innerhalb
der Grenzen der blossen
Vernunft

Shih-Chen Chen

Hsing Kuo University

Abstract

In this paper | would not discuss the whole theory of Kant's
freedom, but only the theory in Religion. It is necessary to show the
historical development of the concept of freedom in the early works
in order to explore why Kant changes the understanding of the
concept in this religious work. His ethics depends on the conflict
between freedom as thing in itself and sense as appearance. Such
understanding doesn’'t make the moral as such possible, but only
defines the difference between fact and moral. In Religion he shows
that it is not necessary to understand the concept of freedom from the
viewpoint of thing in itself. He makes clear the role of sense in his
ethic and tries to show the concept of freedom through the conflict in
the transcendental consciousness as the highest condition of
determination for duty or against duty. It is the true ability, which
makes the imputation possible because of those free Gesinnungen der
Willkir. The freedom unites such Gesinnungen in the conflicts der
Willkar. Therefore the metaphysical difficulties with difference
between thing in itself and appearance is solved.

Keywords: freedom, thing in itself, consciousness,
imputation, duty



