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Abstract

The question of hope (Hoffnungsfrage) - “What may I hope?” — has
been overlooked in the mainstream Kantian scholarship. It is generally
categorized into the field of philosophy of religion, or even to be treated
as an appendage or solely a mediating question to connect the discourses
on “what can I know?” and “what ought I to do?”, whilst the
marginalization of this question leads to indifference towards the related
researches. Therefore a complete and independent Kant’s theory or

philosophy of hope is not yet to be seen.

Albeit few scholars put high value on the concept of hope, it does
not mean that the concept of hope to Kant is insignificant. If we set the
concept of hope as the orientation point of reading Kant’s philosophy, we
would see that the concept of hope and the related discussion appear
frequently in his works, not only in the “critiques” but also in the

“doctrines”. His apparently disparate views on the problem of hope in
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different periods of his work can actually be formulated to a theory of
hope. In the paper, I tried to reveal the hidden philosophical agenda that
runs through the entire development of Kant’s philosophy: from the
reflection on the concept of highest good to the issues of the improvement

of human morality in general.

In conclusion, by reinterpreting Kant’s philosophy as a kind of
philosophy of hope, we may gain a new orientation to understand his
philosophy in addition to the epistemological and ethical approaches as

favored in mainstream Kantian scholarship.

Keywords: Hope, What may | hope, highest good, summum
bonum



