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Abstract

This paper is mainly an inquiry into Huiyuan’s (Eastern Jin dynasty;
334-416C.E.) views and interpretation of the Mahaprajiiaparamitopadesa
(Da-zhi-du-lun, = 7% & % , hereafter abbreviated as MPPU). It
moreover reflects on whether or not his viewpoints are consistent with the
MPPU. If indeed they are, my research will focus on the question of
whether or not it is reasonable to consider Huiyuan a realist. If, on the
other hand, his views are found to be inconsistent with the MPPU, 1 will
look to establish what kind of pre-understanding led Huiyuan to his

unique interpretation of this work.

In The Main Ideas of the Mahdayana (Da-sheng-da-yi-chang ( { = %
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+ % 3 ) ), Huiyuan recorded his dialogues with Kumarajiva in which he
cited various ideas from the MPPU. Upon reading the context in more
detail, Huiyuan’s interpretation of the MPPU appears to be a form of
realism. Hence, he has often been portrayed as a realist. However, the
MPPU stood very much in criticism of realism. If Huiyan were indeed a
realist, how it is possible that his interpretations are consistent with the
MPPU? Could it be that his viewpoints were rooted in his background of
various philosophical traditions? And if so, would it be fair to still

consider Huiyuan a realist?

This paper responds to the above-mentioned issues in an appropriate
manner. After investigating and analyzing Huiyuan’s interpretations and
understandings of the MPPU, this paper find that to consider Huiyuan
mainly in accordance with a realistic view is not a suitable approach to
understand his thought because of Huiyuan’s philosophy is quite a
complicated system. The best way to comprehend Huiyuan is stand on the
context of his writings. The conclusion of this paper provides a view that
the pluralistic perspectives would be the best approach to understand
Huiyuan’s philosophy. The reason is that when we take any fixed
perspectives to read Huiyuan dogmatically, we can also find

counterexamples in his writings.

Keywords:Huiyuan, Mahaprajiiagparamitopadesa, Da-zhi-du-lun,
Da-sheng-da-yi-chang, Da-zhi-lun-chao-xu, Realism



