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Book review: Masayuki Sato,

The Theory of Ritual and Social Norms
of Xunzi as a Synthesis of the Warring
States Thoughts

CHU Hung-Tao

M. A. Student, Department of Philosophy, National Taiwan University
Address: No.1. Sec. 4. Roosevelt Road, Taipei City 10617, Taiwan
E-mail: r01124022@ntu.edu.tw

Abstract

Masayuki Sato in his The Theory of Ritual and Social Norms of
Xunzi as a Synthesis of the Warring States Thoughts pointed out that the
studies on Xunzi before are tending to mislead due to these studies were
focusing on criticizing the doctrine of “Evil Human Nature” (‘l‘f_k,%tr?%)
and “Nature is Different from Man” (= * 57 ) . The book is aiming at
trying to show that Xunzi’s theory of ritual and social norms adopted the
important theses of varieties of the Warring States thoughts through
analyzing and comparing texts. And by doing so, the book is also aiming
at clarifying the status of the thought of ruling by propriety in Xunzi’s
thought and among Warring States thoughts. | agree with prof. Sato on
most parts of his criticizing before studies on Xunzi and his idea of the
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status of Xunzi’s thought among Warring States thoughts. However, |
think the book could be better for the following reasons. When prof. Sato
is comparing Mozi with Xunzi, | think that the differences between the
notion of Jian (47 ) in Xunzi’s and Mozi’s thought are supposed to be
emphasized by pointing out the similarities of the notion in the thoughts
of the two philosophers in detail. Moreover, when he is comparing
Zhuangzi with Xunzi, prof. Sato should add discussion of yi zhuan ( pJ{gt),
or he can hardly claim that Xunzi inherited Zhuangzi’s notion of de ( )
directly.

Keywords: Masayuki Sato, ritual and social norms,
Warring States thoughts



