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and elemental

Teng Yuan-wei

Department of Ecological Humanities, Providence University
Address: No. 200 Chung Chi Rd., Taichung City 43301, Taiwan
ywteng@pu.edu.tw

Abstract

This article attempts to explore possible ecological significations of
Emmanuel Levinas’s early works within the horizon of
eco-phenomenology, in order to characterize the conceptual background
from which the natural other emerges. We will focus on the concept of
il y a in Existence and Existents and the concept of elemental in Totality
and Infinity, and clarify the natural dimension of these two concepts in
terms of a kind of environmental concern. My opinion is that if we want
to obtain nature’s philosophical foundation, we should construct
continuity between human and nature by way of ecological meaning of
nature’s strangeness to human, and Levinas’s early works could provide
such strangeness of nature when we expand his discourse about il y a and
elemental into a kind of phenomenology of the natural other. Finally we
attempt to argue that a passive and mediated “natural self” is the
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background from which the natural other emerges.
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