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Abstract

The present essay examines Mou Zongsan’s criticism in his Luoji
dianfan of Russell’s logicism. First, the author gives a sketch of how
Russell reduces mathematics to logic on the base of the set theory and
why he has to assume the axiom of infinity and the multiplicative axiom.
Second, Russell’s position is traced to nominalism, one of the two main
traditions in the philosophy of mathematics. Finally, I present Mou’s
doctrine that logic (and mathematics) is the displaying of pure reason
itself and give my reflection on the doctrine. | conclude that in spite of
Mou’s disagreement with Russell, Luoji dianfan did play an
indispensable role in the development of his thought.
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