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- %2 ¢ @(T k)R i “Mou points out, Buddhism specifically denies that
there exists anything like the Confucians’ ‘Heaven’ and ‘moral law’, namely an uncreated
creator, an uncaused causer, a positive principle that commands the universe and provides
its ontological foundation or substance.”

“After all, moral law could not exist without particular things. We could have no moral
law if there were no parents to honor, no children to love, and no public to serve. But
Buddhism recognizes no such ontological stopping-point.”
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¥ “In sum, in Mou’s — | believe, faithful — reinterpretation of Wang Yangming’s thought,
things (wu) are not regarded independently, as exterior objects, but considered in relation
to intentions (yi).”

2 «Eyoking the intentions at stake in Wang Yangming’s thought, Mou Zongsan explains
that they are primarily moral intentions and not simply the marks of the mere
intentionality (yizhi & 45, zhixiang 45 +) of our epistemic mind.”
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21 “Heaven ‘morally creates’ the universe by decreeing for it a moral standard or moral law.
Mou has a flair for the dramatic that often misleads readers, and we have to take care with
Mou’s notion of ‘moral creation’ (daode chuangzao g 1t £/]i¢) because, as is so often
the case in his writing, he is attaching a somewhat esoteric meaning to an
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ordinary-looking word without warning us. On close inspection it is clear that he does not
mean that Heaven creates the universe materially, as God is said to have created the
world, or in the way that Dr. Frankenstein created a monster or a carpenter creats a
cabinet. What Heaven does is creatio ex materia, creation from pre-existing materials. It
takes the universe of matter that is ready-to-hand (or, in Mou’s phrase, is ‘an
already-existing existence’ (yiyou de cunzai ¢ 3 97 %) and ‘create’ it by endowing it
with moral meaning. So what Mou has in mind is not material creation but moral creation.
Heaven takes what already is and affirms its moral significance or moral existence. Given
the way we use ‘create’ in modern English, strictly speaking we should probably say that
Heaven does not create things so much as it creates or decrees meaning for those things.
Or, in a more Nietzschean mode, we might say that what Heaven does is to ‘posit
values.””
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Why Confucianism Should Address
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Mou Zongsan’s Moral Metaphysics

NG Kai-Chiu
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Abstract

Mou Zongsan thinks that Confucianism should deal with not only
moral philosophy, but should also the issues of existence. This paper
therefore aims at examining his view — is it necessary for Confucianism to
deal with the issues of existence? The paper is divided into two parts.
Firstly, we examine the pre-Qin classics which were considered by Mou
as the canons of Confuncianism. These include the Analects, Mencius, the
Doctrine of the Mean and Yi Commentaries. We will see that these texts
indeed address the issues of existence. Secondly, from the theoretical
perspective, we argue that: (1) If moral practices are to be meaningful,
they must depend on the existence of the objects they are concerned. (2)
In Mou’s moral metaphysics, this existence is guaranteed by the moral
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mind’s intention. (3) Although this notion of “moral creation” by the
moral mind is different from God’s creation, it still deserves the name of
“creation”.

Keywords: Confucianism, Metaphysics, Existence, Mou
Zongsan, Moral Metaphysics
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