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(1) Altruism must entail action. It cannot merely be good
intentions or well-meaning thoughts. (2) The action must be
goal-directed, although this may be either conscious or
reflexive. (3) The goal of the act must be to further the
welfare of another. If another’s welfare is treated as an
unintended or secondary consequence of behavior designed
primarily to further my own welfare, the act is not altruistic.
(4) Intentions count more than consequences. If | try to do
something nice to you, and it ends up badly or with long-term
negative consequences for you, this does not diminish the
altruism of my initial action. Most analysts now consider
motivation and intent critical, even though motives and intent
are difficult to establish, observe, and measure objectively. (5)
The act must carry some possibility of diminution in my own
welfare. An act that improves both my own welfare and that
of another person would not be altruistic but would fall
instead into the category of collective welfare. (6) Altruism
set no condition; its purpose is to further the welfare of
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Abstract

Kang Chan in his “A New Approach to Han Fei on Personhood”
reviews scholars’ studies on Han Fei’s account on human beings before
him, and argues that all the scholars’ proposals cannot account for that
human behaviors are divergent. According to Kang Chan, there are three
kinds of self-interested behaviors: An unrestrained, self-aggrandizing
pursuit of self-interest, a prudent pursuit of self-interest conducted within
the framework of rules and a noble pursuit of self-interest through
attaining goodness and beauty in oneself and by acting altruistically. All
these three kinds of behaviors are coming from human’s having human
nature, innate dispositions, hearts and vital energy and pursuit of beauty.
And humans should go back to the original state, which is, behaving in
accord with a prudent pursuit of self-interest conducted within the
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framework of rules.

Although Kang Chan’s proposal is innovative, his idea does not
match Han Fei Zi. In the first place, we can hardly finding any reason for
distinguishing three kinds of self-interested behaviors. Secondly, it cannot
be said that human nature, innate dispositions, hearts and vital energy are
constituents of a human being. Last but not least, the discussion of beauty
is based on a basic misunderstanding of the aim of morality.

Although Kang Chan’s proposal is unsatisfactory, we might get the
answer to whether it is necessary to offer an account of human behaviors
from Han Fei Zi’s account of constituents of a human via reflecting Kang
Chan’s proposal.

Keywords: Kang Chan, Han Fei Zi, A New Approach to Han
Fei on Personhood, self-interest, personhood



