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Abstract

Recent scholarship on Wang Yang-ming has identified the concept of
“oneness” (—) as a distinctive feature of his philosophical thought.
However, existing studies predominantly interpret this concept as monism
and have yet to engage in a comprehensive investigation or critical
reflection on its implications. This paper proposes a systematic
interpretation of Wang’s notion of “oneness” based on his disagreement
with the Zhu Xi school. This interpretation is supported by Wang’s
doctrines of “oneness of knowing and action” (#1{7& —), “archiving
refinement and singleness” (i #% M —), and “extending the innate
knowing” (2 E.#1). The paper presents four key points. First, Wang’s
philosophical framework can be summarized by the concept of “Oneness
of heart-mind” (,{>—), which presents a systematic position that integrates
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core concepts into an integrated whole through the moral heart-mind.
Second, this position elucidates two main themes in self-cultivation: “the
purification of the heart-mind” and “the oneness of original states (4~%&)
and cultivational efforts (T.7)”. These themes emphasize the ideas of
continuity, wholeness, and interconnectedness in the context of moral
cultivation. Third, the doctrine of innate knowing serves to complete the
system of “Oneness of heart-mind” by distilling Wang’s philosophical
thought into a singular doctrine. Lastly, the notion of “oneness as purity”
(%fi—) emerges from Wang's insights, representing a crucial element for
personal transformation, even in the context of contemporary society.

Keywords: Wang Yang-ming, Oneness, Purity, oneness of
knowing and action, innate knowing



