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Abstract

Many scholars, both ancient and modern, have questioned Liu
Shiquan’s doctrine of “enlightening nature and cultivating endowment,”
arguing that his account of self-cultivation is fragmented. However, newly
discovered lost writings offer a fresh perspective. From the standpoint of
the Yangmingism, the key to unifying all forms of cultivation lies in
grounding them upon a single ontological basis, so that the various aspects
of practice form an intrinsic coherence. In fact, Liu Shiquan consistently
takes innate knowing as the foundation of his theory of self-cultivation,

emphasizing the cautious and sustained effort to expand one’s present
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awareness of this innate knowing. In some of his texts, Liu regards
“enlightening nature” as the goal or the ideal state of cultivation; in such
cases, “enlightening nature” is not, in the strict sense, a type of self-
cultivation, and therefore does not constitute a dualistic counterpart to
“cultivating endowment.” In other texts, however, Liu treats “enlightening
nature” itself as a form of practice—yet even then, “enlightening nature”
and “cultivating endowment” are intrinsically connected in essence:
“enlightening nature” involves discerning and realizing one’s present
innate knowing from the standpoint of what remains obscured, and thus
necessarily entails a continuous work of self-correction; “cultivating
endowment,” in turn, means restraining evil thoughts on the basis of one’s
present innate knowing, which necessarily implies a direct realization of
that innate knowing. In sum, although Liu Shiquan did not succeed in
formulating a unified expression that fully subsumes “enlightening nature
and cultivating endowment,” he nevertheless, in essence, succeeded in

demonstrating their essential unity.

Keywords: Yangmingism, Liu Shiquan, Self-Cultivation,
Innate Moral Knowledge, Extension of Knowledge



